
 

 

 History 
The first Towanda School was conducted in a one
frame school was built on the current school site.  Addi
Towanda became part of Unit 5.  After joining Unit 5, Towanda became an elementary/junior high 
instead of a 12 year school.  More classrooms were added in 1953 and that building was used until the 
end of the 1989 school year.  From 1989
were razed to give way to the new Towanda School
added.  Towanda Elementary School has been an integral part of the Towanda community and has 
enjoyed great support from its residents
 

 Towanda Parent/Teacher Organization Officers

 President:  Nicole Mackinson 
 Secretary:  Rhonda Simonson 

 Citizen Advisory Council Representatives
 
2009-2010:  Kathy Zachria and John Christensen
 

 Contact Information 
 
Office Phone:  309-728-2278 
Attendance:  309-728-8020 
Fax:  309-728-2963 
Internet:  www.unit5.org/towanda
Mrs. Jensen  jensenk@unit5.org 
 

 

                         

Towanda Elementary 
School

304 South East Street
Towanda, Illinois 61776

  “Home of the Bulldogs”
              Principal

  Mrs. Karrah Jensen
 

The first Towanda School was conducted in a one-room school house in 1854.  In 1867, a four
frame school was built on the current school site.  Additions were made in 1932 and then in 

.  After joining Unit 5, Towanda became an elementary/junior high 
instead of a 12 year school.  More classrooms were added in 1953 and that building was used until the 
end of the 1989 school year.  From 1989-1991, all but the gymnasium, kitchen and six c
were razed to give way to the new Towanda School.  In the summer of 2001, air conditioning was 
added.  Towanda Elementary School has been an integral part of the Towanda community and has 

great support from its residents.   
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  Vice-President:  Kelly Schwamberger
  Treasurer:   Amy Kinsella 
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 Towanda Mission Statement
We Believe ALL Children Can Learn and Succeed as they become Lifelong Learners 
and Productive Citizens. 
To achieve this we will help students develop:

 respect for individual differences
 high self-esteem 
 positive attitudes 
 decision making skills
 independent thinking processes
 risk taking strategies
 interactive skills in a team setting
 ongoing curiosity and love of learning
 a relationship between learning and real life situations

 
To assist in accomplishing our mission Towanda
program to teach the Six Pillars of Character.  These are Respect, Responsibility, Trustworthiness, 
Citizenship, Caring, and Fairness.  
 

 Positive Behavior Incentive Program (PBIS)
Everyone at Towanda is expected to

Be Respectful 

Be Responsible

Be Safe 
 

Towanda Elementary School fosters positive student behavior through clearly defining expectations 
for behavior.  Expectations are posted throughout the building, taught in classrooms and reviewed 
the beginning of the year and as necessary.  Students are recognized and rewarded for positive 
behavior through the use of Character Grams
our PBIS pamphlet.     

Several different behaviors are 
limited to: 

 Showing respect and manners for all people
 Using appropriate language and gestures
  Keeping hands, feet, and objects to one’s self
  Remaining quiet in the hallway
  Walking at all times 
  Following directions the first 

    

Towanda Mission Statement   
We Believe ALL Children Can Learn and Succeed as they become Lifelong Learners 

To achieve this we will help students develop: 
respect for individual differences 

decision making skills 
independent thinking processes 
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To assist in accomplishing our mission Towanda Elementary School uses the Character Counts 
program to teach the Six Pillars of Character.  These are Respect, Responsibility, Trustworthiness, 
Citizenship, Caring, and Fairness.   

Positive Behavior Incentive Program (PBIS) 
Everyone at Towanda is expected to: 

 

Be Responsible 

 

Elementary School fosters positive student behavior through clearly defining expectations 
for behavior.  Expectations are posted throughout the building, taught in classrooms and reviewed 

as necessary.  Students are recognized and rewarded for positive 
through the use of Character Grams.  More information about this program is provided in 

Several different behaviors are included within each of the three expectations, including but not 

Showing respect and manners for all people 
Using appropriate language and gestures 
Keeping hands, feet, and objects to one’s self 
Remaining quiet in the hallway 

Following directions the first time 

 

We Believe ALL Children Can Learn and Succeed as they become Lifelong Learners  

s the Character Counts 
program to teach the Six Pillars of Character.  These are Respect, Responsibility, Trustworthiness, 

Elementary School fosters positive student behavior through clearly defining expectations 
for behavior.  Expectations are posted throughout the building, taught in classrooms and reviewed at 

as necessary.  Students are recognized and rewarded for positive 
More information about this program is provided in 

tations, including but not 



  Remaining in assigned areas unless given permission to be elsewhere 
  Respecting all property 
  Making individual responsible choices 

 

 Daily Schedule 
 7:45    Office Opens 
 8:10  Students can begin arriving at school 

8:25   Opening Bell 
8:30   School Begins/ Tardy Bell 

             11:40-12:05  Lunch for K, 1, 2 / Recess 3, 4, 5 
             12:05-12:30 Lunch for 3, 4, 5 / Recess K, 1, 2 
 3:15   Dismissal Bell 
 4:15  Office Closes 
 

 

 Visitors  
We enjoy having visitors in our building for a variety of reasons.  We ask that all visitors enter through 
the front door.  All visitors must sign in at the office and wear a nametag while in the building.  You 
will be asked to return to the office if you are seen without a nametag in the building. 
 

 Attendance   
Regular attendance is extremely important for children to be academically successful.  Please make 
every effort to have your child at school when they are healthy.  If, however, your child is ill, he/she 
should stay home to recover.  Any time your child will be absent from school, please call the office 
attendance line (728-8020) to report the reason for the absence.   
 
If your child needs to leave early for an appointment, will be arriving late, or will have a change in 
routine, please send a note to the office.  Students must be signed out and in, by a parent or guardian, 
in the office. 
 

 Before/After School Program  
Towanda has both a before and after school program that is run by the YMCA.  To register, contact 
the YMCA at 309-827-6233. 
 

 Safety   
To ensure proper supervision of your children, we ask that unless your child is in the before-school 
program; they should not arrive at school before 8:10 a.m.   This is when staff members will be 
supervising students. 
 

 Inside/Outside Days   
It is always beneficial for students to have an opportunity to run and play during noon hour recess 
time and we try to have children outside for play as often as possible.  At times, however, weather 
conditions don’t allow this.  We use a temperature of 20 degrees and above as a guideline for 



deciding whether students should be inside or outside for playtime.  We also take other factors into 
consideration (wind chill, precipitation, etc.) when making this decision.  

During inclement weather, students will have noon recess activities in the gym or other assigned areas 
of the building, which will be monitored by noon hour supervisors.  Rules will be reviewed and posted.  
Activities on inside days usually include choices such as basketball, jumping rope, games, puzzles, 
drawing, reading, and movies.  Students are not to leave their assigned areas without permission from 
a supervisor. 

When the weather is fair and the temperature is above 20 degrees, the students will have lunch 
recess outside.  It is important that students dress appropriately for colder weather.  During times 
outside, students are expected to follow playground safety rules.  It is recommended that students 
play games and sports with other students of their same age or grade level.  

Children who cannot go outside due to health reasons must bring a note from home to the office.  
These students will be assigned to areas inside the building for quiet study or reading.  This type of 
note will suffice for a period not to exceed 3 days.  For more than 3 days, a note signed by a doctor is 
needed. 

Teachers who require students to stay inside during a recess time for some reason will stay in the 
classroom to supervise these students. 

 

 Morning Line Up 
On nice days students will be allowed to play on the playground when they arrive in the morning. 
They will line up by grade levels when the bell rings.  Teachers will be on duty starting at 8:10 a.m.  All 
playground rules apply to this time.  As the weather turns cold we will begin lining up in the gym.  
There will be a sign posted by the front door to let the students know if it is an inside day or an 
outside day.  

 Recreational Items and Electronic Equipment 

Toys and electronic equipment not approved by the teacher or principal may interfere with the 
educational process are not permitted in the school or on the school grounds.  This includes, but not 
limited to: toys, “heelies,” skateboards, baseball bats, hardballs, frisbees, hand-held video games, 
radios, tape/CD players, iPods, cameras, video equipment and other electronic devices.        

 Lunch Procedures 
 

Students at Towanda have a regularly scheduled lunch period from either 11:40-12:05 or 12:05-12:30 
based on their grade level.  Students may purchase a hot lunch that has been prepared in our 
cafeteria, or bring a cold lunch from home.  Soda and fast food are discouraged for health reasons. 
Money for food service may be brought to the school office anytime between 8:00 and 8:15 AM any 
day of the week.  Each student has an “account” in the office and the account will be credited when 
money comes into the office.  Each student eating breakfast or lunch, or purchasing milk has a card 
they present to the cafeteria worker at the food line.  Lunch cards are scanned and accounts are 
debited.  When a student owes lunch money, notices are sent home through the office.  Occasionally 
a “School Reach” message may be sent from the school office as a reminder that accounts show a 
negative balance. 



 
Adults or non-school age children wishing to eat a school lunch must notify the office prior to 8:30 AM 
in order to be included in the daily lunch count.  Parents eating a school lunch will need to
office to get the appropriate lunch card and the family account will be debited.  
Any student wishing to eat two lunches in one day must pay the full adult price for the second lunch.  
This is according to guidelines of the subsidized lunch p
are available in the school office.
 
The cost of a student lunch is $1.65 and an adult lunch is $2.15
can be purchased for $.40.   
 

 Bicycle Riders 
 
Students in first through fifth grade
following rules: 
 

 Bicycles must be walked on school property.
 Students must use the bike rack and locks are recommended.
 Students must cross where the safety patrol students 
 Helmets are strongly recommended. 

 

 

 Clubs/Activities  
 
 Student Council        K
 Band/Orchestra           
 Safety Patrol             4
 Intramural Sports     4
              Fifth Grade Jobs will be by application 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s A Great Day To Be A Bulldog!
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